
MONMOUTHSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 

REGENERATION AND CULTURAL SERVICES 
OFF SITE RECREATION FUNDING FOR  

CAPITAL PROJECTS IN MONMOUTH 
 

 

APPLICATION FORM 
 

A. ORGANISATION DETAILS 

Name of Organisation  Transition Monmouth 

Date the organisation 

was established 

2008 

Number of Members 150 

  

Name of Contact  

Address of Contact  

 
 

Post Code  

Telephone Number  

Mobile (if applicable)  

E-Mail Address    
 

B. PROJECT DETAILS 

Project Title Wyesham Community Woodland 

 

Project Location Wyesham, GR: SO51541232   

adjacent post code NP25 3NE 
 

 
Describe the Project (What do you want to do?) 

(Remember, the funding is for capital items and not for running costs) 
(Try to do this in fifty words or less) 

Improve Wyesham community woodland to increase and create local 

recreation, education and biodiversity potential for the local community 
For this application its proposed to include: 
Path Surfacing, Pond creation, interpretation boards, log benches, local 

wildflower seed and Woodland Thinning and replanting 
 

Additional works planned but not part of this application are: 
Coppice area, replacement/installation of amenities (e.g. dog and litter 

bins), recreational/fitness trails plus many more options voiced by the 
community. For this project to be taken forward and managed with key 
stake holders by a steering group through the Transition Monmouth Group 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



C. OUTCOMES 
 

Describe the benefits of the project (Who will benefit and how?) 
(Try to do this in fifty words or less) 

Surfacing the paths will allow year round easy access to the site to all 
those who want to enjoy it regardless of ability, age, gender or race 

where currently this is limited to those more abled due to ground 

conditions. The pond would benefit the local school and educational 
groups, youth and disability organisations and the wider environment 

including local gardeners and pond owners.  
The wildflower meadow would benefit the environment and also improve 

the visual amenity of the site for all users. 
 

D. ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
Please complete Pages 3 and 4 of this application form, headed 

“Assessment Criteria”, before continuing. 
 

E. FINANCIAL DETAILS 
 

Total Project Costs 
 

£ 

Funds from other 
sources 

£ 

Funding required from 
Section 106 Fund 

£ 

Surfacing by 

contractor: 
 

Pond:   

 
Wildflower seed: £50 

 
Raw material for log 

Benches: £150 

 
 

Interpretation boards x 
3: £165 

 

Woodland thinning 
operation by 

contractor:£2000 
 

Contingency fund 
£1000 

0 

 
 
0 

 
0 

 
Construction and 

installation by 

volunteer group 
 

Artwork created by 
volunteer group 

 

Sale of wood makes 
est. £525   

 
 

 

17860 

 
 

1421.28 

 
50 

 
150 

 

 
 

165 
 
 

1475 
 

 
 

1000 

  Total: £22,121.28 
 

F. TIMESCALE 
 

Estimated Start Date April 2014  

Estimated Completion Date December 2015 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
 

When all applications for funding have been received they will be 
assessed against a pre-determined set of criteria. To assist with 

this process, can you please address the following points: 
 

1. How is your application related in scale and kind to the  
       development sites at The Almshouses, Croft y Bwla and/or the 
          Wyesham Infants School Site, Monmouth? 

 

Directly opposite the woodland and 2 of its access points is the Wyesham 

infant‟s school site, additional pressure on the woodland is anticipated 
with the increase in the number of households, from increased dog 

walking, and recreational activities.  
This additional activity will lead to further poaching/erosion of the existing 
un-surfaced paths pushing them ever wider as people try to avoid muddy 

sections, damaging the edge habitats and making the wood inaccessible 
for more of the year to any but those fit and able with adequate footwear. 

The general uncared for look of the site when in this state will likely 
attract antisocial behaviour such as littering and dog fouling and will 

detract from the area rather than compliment it.  
By providing a surfaced path around and through the site persons making 
use of the woodland will put less pressure on the edge habitats, allow the 

site to recover and take on a more natural look (coupled with further site 
management that is not part of this application) and give all year round 

access to all members of the public.  
Creation of a pond habitat with dipping platform will be of benefit to the 
local Kymin View school scout and guide groups plus many youth 

orientated organisations/projects which will also have increased pressure 
placed on them from the local development.   

Erection of interpretation boards will assist new arrivals to the area in 
navigating the woodland, and direct hem to the group if they wish to 
become involved. 

 

2. How can you demonstrate that there is a community need for  
your project and how many people will benefit from the  

development you are proposing? 
 

The site is the only public woodland and the largest public open access area within 
the very centre of Wyesham, accessible to all of the community on or very near 

their doorsteps. But in its current state with little management only a portion of the 
community is able to make use of this resource, we believe that the site has huge 
potential to provide a vast array of sustainable recreational activities, educational 

facilities, community engagement and greater biodiversity for the area.  
To find out if there was an appetite within the community to make this happen  we 

created a website, a Facebook site, carried out a leaflet drop to part of the 
community and spoke to any persons we met. This generated a huge amount of 
interest both in answering the survey about the woods future and bringing together 

local volunteers and groups. This interest will soon form a steering group within 
Transition Monmouth to direct the project now and maintain it in and for the future.    

The people that will benefit from the project are the community of Wyesham as a 
whole, groups and organisations such as the scouts, guides, any groups that inspire 
people with a disability, the school plus many more.  

It is envisaged that counters be placed on the site to measure access before works 
and after works, giving a statistic to the benefits the works will bring.        



 

 
 

 
3. Is there support from the local community for your project and, 
     if so, how can you demonstrate this support? 

(Please attach any surveys or research you have undertaken or any letters of 
support you have received for your project) 

As mentioned above a website was created with a survey and an 

associated Facebook group. Leaflets were also dropped to about a third of 
the households nearest the woodland itself as well as verbal 

conversations. As an aside the „Monmouthshire‟s action plans for 
sustainability‟ (MAPS) project also carried out a survey although of limited 
numbers it came out that people surveyed were interested in being 

involved with a woodland project. Attached to this application are the 
following documents: 

8a. MAPS project survey results 
8b. Wyesham community woodland survey results and chart 
8c. Wyesham community woodland website statistics 

8d. Selection of support e-mails and posts. 
 

As well as the above there are currently 78 members of the Facebook 
group. 
 

Verbally every person I have met has expressed approval of improving the 
woodland. 

 

4. Explain how you will make sure that your project is sustainable 
in the longer term, after the capital funding is no longer available. 

First step will be the formation of a steering group to direct the project 
going forward, organise the individual objectives identified in the survey 

and complete them one by one with grant applications, fundraising, 
voluntary organisations and individuals willing to help.  All of this will be 
publicised by the group to keep the community up to date and engaged. 

All works will be carried out so as to be as sustainable as possible both in 
its sourcing of materials and looking at things over a long period of time. 

As problems arise in the future it is anticipated that these will be picked 
up by the community who will by this point have a site with a firm 
foundation.  

 
 

5. Who will manage the implementation of the project and who 

     will manage the project in the longer term? 

Currently the project is managed by Transition Monmouth, in particular by 

Richard Garner with the guidance and support of the Transition Monmouth 
committee, going forward it is envisaged that the site will have its own 

steering group as a sub group of Transition Monmouth made up of 
interested parties connected with the Community Woodland. – A meeting 
is being arranged for February 2014 of all persons and groups that have 

expressed an interest in being part of this project.  
 

 


